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TIMOTHY DALTON grins 
when asked what he 
drew on to play Neville 
Sinclair, actor turned 
Nazi spy, in The 
Rocketeer. 

‘| thought of the worst things about 
movie stars and celebrities,’’ he says 
with a chuckle. ‘‘All the vanity and 
insecurity and believing the bull----, 
and | put it all into Neville Sinclair!’’ 

James Bond star Dalton, 45, is about 
as far away from Sinclair as you can 
get and says being a dedicated actor 
has nothing to do with being famous. 

‘*We’re sort of led to believe by the 
press that most actors believe all their 
own publicity,’’ he says. 

‘‘Whether it’s true or not, | don’t 
know. But | know insanity lies that way 
and you can’t be a good actor unless 
you are rooted in reality. 

‘‘If you surround yourself with body- 
guards and see the world through 
shadowed glass in a limo, how do you 
play ordinary people?’’ 

Born in Colwyn Bay, North Wales, 
Dalton decided on an acting career at 
the age of 16 after seeing his first play, 
an Old Vic production of Macbeth. He 
became a member of the National 
Youth Theatre and later studied at the 
Royal Academy of Dramatic Arts be- 
fore beginning a prestigious career on 
the stage and, later, in movies, includ- 
ing two Bond films, The Living Day- 
lights and Licence to Kill. 

In The Rocketeer, Neville Sinclair 
will stop at nothing to get a secret 
rocket pack which young pilot Cliff 
Secord (Bill Campbell) finds under the 
seat of his plane. 

Dalton says he has little in common 
with the egotistical actor he plays. 

‘“‘Neville was interesting because he 
was a villain and an actor,’’ he says. 
‘The man is two-faced but, because 
he’s an actor, he can put on a great 
performance and get away with it.”’ 

Despite being a household name, 


70 TV WEEK, 7/12/91 





The careers of 
two unknowns 
have suddenly 
blasted off... 
and so has their 
real-life love affair 


THERE. was Superman, 
Batman, Dick Tracy ... and, 
now, The Rocketeer. 

The $40 million Disney film, now 
screening in Australia, is the latest 
to bring a comic-book hero to the 
big screen. 

The Rocketeer is young aviator 
Cliff Secord, played by Bill Camp- 
bell, who finds an experimental 
rocket pack which en- 
ables him to fly. 

The Nazis, the 
government and 































little is known about Dalton’s personal 
life, although he has long been linked 
with Vanessa Redgrave. 

“It’s not something I’m interested in 
talking about,’’ he says with a shrug. 

Friends say he and Redgrave remain 
close friends, although geography 
suggests they are no longer ‘‘anitem’’. 

“‘| have a house in Los Angeles but | 
wouldn’t say I live here,’’ Dalton says. 

“‘l live where I’m working. I’ve been 
in L.A. nearly a year making The 
Rocketeer and before that | was four 
months in Italy and then doing a Bond 
movie in Mexico.”’ 

Dalton was scheduled to play the 
title role in Christopher Columbus: The 
Discovery, about to begin production, 
but has pulled out of the project. 

There are no comments on reports 
he will sue producers Alexander and 
llya Salkind for breach of contract, not 
getting a bank guarantee on his salary 
and misleading him about casting by 
claiming Marlon Brando as a co-star. 

And the next Bond film is on hold. 

‘“‘There are two problems,”’’ Dalton 
says. ‘‘MGM is in deep 
financial trouble and 
Broccoli (Cubby, pro- 
ducer of the Bond films) 
is suing MGM, and until 
that lawsuit is resolved, 
there can’t be another 
Bond film.”’ 

Dalton remains down- 
to-earth about the impact 
of the Bond movies on 
his career. 


“‘| didn’t think of it as 
anything more than a job,’’ he says. 
From Jenny Cooney in Los Angeles 




















































6 Making the 
film was a 
wonderful 
experience in 
many ways... 
we realised we 
were inlove 
about halfway 
through 9 


gangsters are all after the trail- 
blazing rocket pack, putting Cliff 
and his girlfriend Jenny (Jennifer 
Connelly) up to their necks in 
danger and adventure. 

The film is set in Los Angeles in 
1938 and has been applauded by 
U.S. critics for its spectacular 
stunts and elaborate sets. 

And, in true Hollywood style, Bill 
and Jennifer fell in love on the set 
and are now engaged. 

‘‘Making the film was a wonder- 
ful experience in so many ways,”’ 
Bill says with a grin. 

“IT guess we realised we were in 
love about halfway through the 
filming. It certainly made working 
a very pleasurable experience.’’ - 

In an unusual move for big- 
budget U.S. films, Bill, 31, and 
Jennifer, 20, were cast because 
they were relative unknowns. 

The Rocketeer is Bill’s first film. 
He has guested in many TV shows 
and is best known for an ongoing 
role as Steven Carrington’s lover, 
Luke Fuller, in Dynasty. 

Jennifer made her movie debut 
as a 12-year-old in Once Upon A 
Time In America and co-starred 
with David Bowie in Labyrinth. 

‘‘The director wanted to create 
the Rocketeer with someone who 
would not bring in any associations 
with past characters,’’ Bill says. 

‘“‘He wanted a fresh birth, so to 
speak. When I was told I had the 
part, I nearly fainted. The joy of a 
break like this is just euphoric.”’ 

Bill’s contract ties him up for two 
Rocketeer sequels, but he’s 
disarmingly honest when asked if 
he’s concerned about typecasting. 

‘“My response to that is it’s like 
taking a starving man to a banquet 
and asking him if he’s worried 
about putting on weight. 

‘The film surpassed all my ex- 


ET 


pectations. I was absol- 
utely thrilled when I first 
saw it the first time. 


‘‘The director, Joe Johnston, 
has the ability to appeal to the 
child in every adult. He comes to 

work as if he’s a child with a big 
toy, and his excitement and en- 
thusiasm seem to bring out the 
best in everyone.”’ 
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LANGUAGES FOR THE 90'S 


Stott's also have Travel Consultant and Tourism 
courses that give you the grounding needed. 
There are also over 300 different courses 
that can help you with your future. 


BUSINESS & MANAGEMENT 

Bookkeeping 

Accountancy 

Business Management 

Industrial Management 

Small Business Management 

Organisation & 
Administration 

Electronic Data Processing 

Computer Programming 

Home Computers/BASIC 

Understanding Personal 
Computers 

Cost Accounting & Control 

Financial Management 

Marketing Conf. of Australia 
Diploma of Marketing 
Certificate of Sales 
Management 

Salesmanship 

Sales Management 

Retailing 

Market Research 

Public Relations 

Advertising 

Copy Writing 

Export Management 

Display/Window Dressing 

Personnel Administration 

Employment Officers 

Train the Trainer 

Supervision & Human 
Relations © 

Safety Officers 

Industrial Relations 

Industrial Psychology 

Office Supervision/ 
Management 

Production Management 

Purchasing & Supply 

Institute of Purchasing 
& Supply Management 

Transportation Basics 

Economics 

Law (Commercial, Company, 
Taxation) 

Report Writing 

Effective Communication 


HOSPITALITY & 
TOURISM 

Hotel-Motel Management 
Travel Consultant 

Food & Beverage Service 
Gourmet Cooking 
Catering 


SECRETARIAL & 
CLERICAL 
Shorthand-Pitman's & 
Pitmanscript 
Typewriting 
Bookkeeping 

Private Secretaries 
General Office Practice 
Typist-Bookkeeper 
Typist-Clerk 
Typist-Receptionist 
Receptionist Duties 


HORTICULTURE 
Landscape Design 





Home Gardening 
Plant Propagation 


AGRICULTURE 

Rural Bookkeeping 

Beef Cattle Production 

Soil Management, Crops 
& Pastures 

Dairy Farming 

Pig Production 

Sheep Husbandry 

Goat Husbandry 

Farm Mngt Economics 

Farm Management 

Station Management 

Farm Mechanics 

Hobby Farming 


MUSIC 

Guitar 

Musical Appreciation 
Piano 

Piano Tuning & Repair 


RECREATION 
Horse & Pony Care 
Genealogy (Family Trees) 
Astrology 
Wine Appreciation 
Coin & Medal Collecting 
Chess 
Graphology 

Handwriting Analysis 
Coaching your Sport 


PERSONAL 
DEVELOPMENT 

Parenting Skills 

Stress Management 
Beauty Care & Personality 
Correction of Stammering 
Coping with Agoraphobia 
Fitness & Nutrition 

Basic Yoga 

First Aid 


DESIGN 
Interior Decorating 
Fashion Design 


ART 

Calligraphy 1 & 2 
Commercial Art 
Photography 
Fashion Drawing 
Cartooning 

Drawing & Sketching 
Oil Painting 

Water Colour 
Creative Art 

History of Art 
Lettering 
Showcard/Ticket Writing 
Signwriting 


CRAFT 


Dressmaking 


Dresscutting & Pattern Drafting 


Crochet 

Modern Embroidery 
Macrame 

Patchwork & Quiltmaking 
Soft Toy Making 

Machine Knitting 
Upholstery 
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Cake Decorating & 
Chocolate Making 

Ceramics 

Doll Making & Repair 

Antique Dealing & 
Restoration 

Sewing Stretchknit 
Fabrics 


ENGINEERING 

Diesel Engineering 
Automobile Engineering 
Automotive Electrical 
Automotive Maths 
Motorcycle Mechanics 
Introduction to Welding 
Mechanical Engineering 





LITERARY Production Engineering 
Short Story Writing Engineering Drawing 
Novel Writing Survey Plan Drawing 


Freelance Journalism Surveying/Field Assistants 





Writing for Children Levelling 
TV/Radio Script Writing Road & Municipal 
Non-Fiction Book Writing Construction 
Poetry Writing Soil Testing 
GENERAL EDUCATION HANDY MAN 
Handwriting Car Maintenance 


General Education Cert Home Maintenance 


English (all levels) 
Arithmetic 


Home & Industrial Security 
Motor Mower Repair 


Maths (all levels) Locksmithing 
History:Asia, Europe, Aust AMANSHIP 
Australian Politics Calculator Celestial 
Consumer Education Navigation 


Coastal Navigation 

General Safety & Seamanship 
(Small Craft Operators) 

Marine Radio Certificate 


LANGUAGES 

Italian, French, German, 
Spanish, Japanese, Latin & 
50 others 


SCHOOL CERTIFICATE & 

PUBLIC EXAMINATIONS 
Technicians/ Leaving Certiticate (Vic) 
Servicemen Higher School Certificate 

Microcomputers (Z80) (NSW) 

Industrial Electronics Junior & Senior (QLD) 

Radio Receivers Police Entrance 

Radio/TV Servicing 


Geography 

General Science 

Biology: Physics 
Chemistry: Geology 

Clear Thinking & Logic 
Spelling 

Basic Education for Adults 
ELECTRONICS 

Intro to Electronics 

Digital Electronics for 





Colour Television 
VCR Servicing l Sa 
Amateur & Novice Radio COURSES 
Operator's Certificates Yeastam War Card 
BUILDING “Advanced Japanese 
Building Construction ‘Waiter/Bar Attendant 
Builders’ Drawing : 
Estimating & Tendering Computer 
Bricklaying Language’C’ *Human 
Builders’ Bookkeeping Biology and Society 
Carpentry & Joinery * 50 Languages 


Painting & Decorating *LeadlightingsWeaving 
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| Stott's undertake that no sales counsellor will visit you. Adelaide, 172 Fullarton Road, 5065. Tel: 364 3221 

| Melbourne, 140 Flinders Street, 3000. Tel: 654 6211 West Perth, 52 Kings Park Road, 6005. Tel: 322 5481 


i Sydney, 383 George Street, 2000. Tel: 299 2445 
Brisbane, 65 Mary Street, 4000. Tel: 221 3972 
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Hobart, 2 Davey Street, 7000. Tel: 34 2399 


New Zealand, Box No. 30-990, Lower Hutt, Tel: 67 6592 


USTRALIAN TRADITION SINCE 1884 
L DETAILS OF THE FOLLOWING COURSE: 4 


(PLEASE PRINT) y 


ST/TVW42/91 





TOKE UAE 2 LOC 


Continued from Page 71 


Bill says audiences feel 
an immediate affinity 
with Cliff because he’s 
‘“‘an average person’’. 


‘‘As a race plane pilot, 
he is a bit of a pioneer 
because in those days 
aviation was a new fron- 
tier, but other than being 
a bit impulsive, he’s a 
normal guy. He’s not a 
superhero by any stretch 
of the imagination.”’ 

Stuntmen did most of 
the flying sequences, but 
Bill and Jennifer faced 
their own problems, cour- 
tesy of their costumes. 

Bill had to contend with 
the Rocketeer’s helmet. 

‘“‘Tt’s an incredible look- 
ing contraption. They 
spent months working on 
its design. Unfortunately, 
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it was highly uncomfort- 
able to wear. 

“‘The lenses fogged up 
whenever I did anything 
strenuous — like breathe! 
So I felt at times like a 
Frankenstein monster 
lurching about.”’ 

Jennifer spends most of 
the film in a clinging, low- 
cut evening gown. 

“It looks sensational, 
but it really was difficult 
for her to get around in,’’ 
Bill says. ‘‘There was one 
scene where this incred- 
ibly tall actor had to lift 
her up a ladder. 

“He didn’t realise that 
he was standing on the 
back of the train, and 
when he pulled her up, the 
whole back of her dress 
came off. She really 
hated that dress.”’ 

Chrissie Camp 


